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Gold Country Writers is a club for writers of all genres.  We meet regularly each Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon at the Auburn City Hall Rose Room, 1225 Lincoln, Auburn, CA 95603  

     Recently Published Authors 

Nina Amir 

 

On March 17, 2021 GCW was treated to a 
presentation by Nina Amir.  She explained 
how to write a book that sells. Most of her 
advice is applicable to both fiction and 
non-fiction books. Her books include—
How to Blog a Book; Authorpreneur: How 
to Build a Business Around your Book;  
Blogging Basics for Authors, Creative Visu-
alization for Authors, & The Author Train-
ing Manual. 

Nina’s nine steps for crafting a book that 
sells: 

1) Have the right attitude. Evaluate your-
self and remember WOOT: 

 W- Willingness 

 O- Optimism 

 O- Objectivity 

 T- Tenacity 
2) Know what your book is about and 
why someone should read it.   Have an 
overview that fits on a business card. Pre-
pare an elevator speech that’s 50 words or 
less in length. Know the benefits; what the 
reader can get out of it. 

(3) Analyze how many people will read it.  
Is there a market, how big, ideal reader? 

(4) Compare your competition. Is your 
idea unique and necessary? How are you 
different or the same? Is there a hole in the 
library shelf for your book? 

The 5th Wednesday Celebration on March 31st was in part to honor 
those club members who had books published in 2020 or 2021.  The 
published authors were:   

Debbie Garneau Griffin, The Eternal Conductor, available on Ama-
zon since 2020;  

Michael O’Haver, Sierra Gold Fever, publisher—Ambassador Inter-
national, available late 2021;  

June Gillam, House of Hoops, A Hillary Broome Novel, Book 4, Pub-
lished by my imprint Gorilla Girl Ink, available at Amazon and other 
outlets in print and by e-book and as audiobook at Audible.com; 

Cathy MacHold, Everyday Should be Father’s Day,  Everyday Should 
be Mother’s Day, Publisher Skyhorse Publications, 2020; 

Jody Brady, Traveling with Grandma to France - Spain - Italy - Mexi-
co - England - San Francisco - Ireland - Panama - Peru & Amsterdam; 
available at Amazon; 

Cathy Cassady, Poetic Portrait: Carolyn Cassady Revealed in Poetry 
and Prose. My mother’s poetry and my prose which was self-published 
through Amazon last July. (see more in Member News, Page 3); 

Dorothe Kress, The Risk—Love Behind the Iron Curtain, Adelaide 
Books, due out early in 2022.  
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To contact us: PO Box 5991, Auburn, CA 95603, e-mail: goldcountrywriters1849@gmail.com, Web: goldcountrywriters.com/, Facebook: Gold Country Writers 

The Gold Country Writers meet via Zoom every 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon.  Typically, the 
1st meeting each month will be the combined Business 
& Executive meeting and Sheila will e-mail the Zoom 
link a few minutes before the meeting.  The 2nd & 
4th meetings each month will usually be Drop-in Cri-
tique meetings and Chery will e-mail the link a few 
minutes before the meetings.  Third Wednesdays are 
reserved for Special Speakers. If there is a 
5th Wednesday in the month look for a planned social 
event.  For the Spin-Off  meetings the group leader 
will e-mail you the link just before the meeting, see 
page 3 for this list.  (See Page 3 for Spin-Off Critique 
Group Meetings.) 
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I have a Special Note: I would like to congratulate the 
GCW Marketing Problem-solving Team for doing such 
an outstanding job on our new GCW website. They 
have gone above and beyond with delivering a quality 
product that is thought-provoking, creates inspiration, 
and is just beautifully put together. Thank you so much 
for your time and expertise.  

 

“April showers bring May flowers,” as the old saying 
goes. First of all, can you believe it is April already? 
April is the second month of spring when garden plant-
ing and spring cleaning are in order. Since we have all 
been at home for one year I think we have all had our 
share of cleaning. However, I did not know what in par-
ticular was special about the month of April, other than 
it was totally unpredictable when it came to the weather 
— rain, rain, and more rain. So, in my research, here is 
what I discovered about the month of April: 
 
April is named after the Greek goddess of 
love, Aphrodite 
 

- April's Honorary Flowers are Daisies and Sweet Peas. 
- The diamond Is April's birth stone. 
- Poet William Wordsworth was born in April. 
- Noah Webster copyrighted the first edition of his       
dictionary in April. 
- Leonardo da Vinci was born in April. 
- William Shakespeare was born and died in April. 
 

 Here is a lovely poem by Sara Teasdale 
 
April Song  
 

Willow, in your April gown 
Delicate and gleaming, 
Do you mind in years gone by 
All my dreaming? 
Spring was like a call to me 
That I could not answer, 
I was chained to loneliness, 
I, the dancer. 
Willow, twinkling in the sun, 
Still your leaves and hear me, 
I can answer spring at last, 
Love is near me! 
 

Well, my dear GCW friends enjoy the month of April, 
when the rain brings flowers to you. 
 
Susan 

Getting to Know You Celebration 

Susan Korn, June Gillam and Kathryn Shields 

 
Enjoying the beautiful weather 

https://www.learnreligions.com/aphrodite-greek-goddess-of-love-2561955
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GCW Officers, Board Members            
& Committee Chairs                         

President: Susan Korn                                         
Genre ~ Self–Help & Corporate Culture  

 

    V P - Internal Affairs: Karen Clay                       
Genre ~ Nonfiction & Memoir 

 

V P - External Affairs, Marketing & Events:  
Frank Nissen   

Genre ~ Historical Fiction 
 

Treasurer: Bill Baynes                                           
Genre ~ Science Fiction, Children’s Books 

     

Secretary:  Barbara Young   
Genre ~ Photography, Nonfiction 

                

Assistant Secretary and Author Opportunities:  
Betsy Schwarzentraub                                        

Genres ~ Christian Nonfiction, Devotions,  
& Book reviews  

 

Guest Speakers: Margie Yee Webb                         
Genres ~ Gift Books & Flash Fiction                                 

 
 

Membership:  Jody Brady  
Genres ~ Short Stories & Self-Help 

 

Public Relations & Read & Review:                          
Chery Anderson                                                                           

Genre ~ Short Stories 
 

Web Master, Graphics & Cyber Security:                    
Currently Open 

 

Spin-off Critique Groups Coordinator:              
Rebecca Inch-Partridge   
Genre~ Science Fiction 

 

       Newsletter Editor:  Michael O’Haver                     
Genres ~ Christian Children’s, Memoir,  Non Fic-
tion, Historical Fiction,  Science Fiction, & Poetry  

                                                                                   
Submit newsletter material by the 15th of each 

month to  GodsScribeMike@gmail.com  
For Contact Info. see latest GCW Roster 

 

Specialty Spin-off Critique Groups 

Coordinator – Rebecca Inch-Partridge 
 

Note:  Contact group leaders to learn the current CV-19 

schedule for your group. 
 

Children’s Lit: Contact Sarah Pressler. Temporarily sus-
pended due to the pandemic. 
Science Fiction/Fantasy: Contact John Vester. Meets the 
2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month at 2:30 p.m. at the 
Leaf and Bean (across from the Court House)  
Memoir: Contact Susan Thompson. They meet at mem-
bers’ houses 1st Thursday each month 1 p.m. 
Novel: Contact Mary Helen Fein, meets via Zoom on 2nd 
& 4th Fridays from 2—4 p.m. Closed to new members. 
Evening Mixed Genre:  Contact Rebecca Inch-Partridge. 
Meets 1st Wednesday each month. Drop-in suspended 
due to Covid-19. Pre-read meets in small social dist. 
groups 5:45 p.m. at Rebecca’s. No new members.  
Flash Fiction: Contact Chery Anderson, meets by e-mail 
Poetry: 4th Wed. 1:00 p.m. Contact Randy Whitwell. 
Sharing poems via Zoom 

Inspirational: Contact Michael O’Haver,  Meeting 1:00 
p.m. via Zoom 
Mystery (New Group) Contact Robin DeLey. Meets 3rd 
Wed. at 1:00 p.m. Call for info. on place & method. 
 

For group leader contact information, consult your mem-

bership roster.  

Cathy Cassady concerning publishing Poetic Portrait: Carolyn 
Cassady Revealed in Poetry and Prose. 

When my mother died, we found tons of writing (novels, screen-
plays, articles, essays, a huge autobio) which was a surprise to her 
family. We knew about the memoir she wrote about her life with 
Dad and his Beat cronies (Off the Road), but not about the volumes 
she'd written since moving to England 30 years before her death. 
At the bottom of a huge pile of her manuscripts, we discovered a 
small fabric-covered journal with about 30 poems she'd written. No 
one knew she wrote poetry!  

I also have boxes of calendars for her last 30 years in which she 
covered the two pages per day with detailed accounts of her life 
living alone in England. 

Since each poem was dated, I could look up what was going on in 
Mom’s life when she wrote the poem and put it in context, sprin-
kling in my own thoughts and memories about the topic… thus 
adding prose to the poetry.  

Nanci Woody—My art, along with the art of many other fine local 
artists, is being shown at the new, enlarged, brighter High Hand 
Art Gallery in Loomis, and everybody is invited to the Artists’ Re-
ception on April 24 from  5:00 - 6:00.  Address,  3750 Taylor 
Road, #7, Loomis.  (From Highway 80, take Sierra College Blvd. 
exit.  Turn right on Taylor Road.  Gallery is about a half mile 
down Taylor.)  The gallery is open from 11 - 4 and the High Hand 
Restaurant is a really great place to meet friends among the many 
gorgeous plants at the nursery (Be sure to make a reservation.)   I 
would love to see you there.   
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The unread story is not a story; it is little 

black marks on wood pulp. The reader, 

reading it, makes it live: a live thing, a    

story.’    - Ursula K. Le Guin 
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The Difference Between             

Homographs and Heteronyms 

Our Crazy English Language 

Homographs are words of like spelling but with 

more than one meaning. A homograph that is also 

pronounced differently is a heteronym.  

Some examples: 

1) The bandage was wound around the wound.  

2) The farm was used to produce produce.  

3) The dump was so full that it had 

to refuse more refuse.   

4) We must polish the Polish furniture..  

5) He could lead if he would get the lead out.  

6) The soldier decided to desert his dessert in 

the desert..  

7) Since there is no time like the present, he 

thought it was time to present the present.   

8) A bass was painted on the head of 

the bass drum.  

9) When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes.  

10) I did not object to the object.   

11) The insurance was invalid for the invalid.  

12) There was a row among the oarsmen about 

how to row.  

13) They were too close to the door to close it.  

14) The buck does funny things when 

the does are present.   

15) A seamstress and a sewer fell down into 

a sewer line.  

16) To help with planting, the farmer taught 

his sow to sow.  

17) The wind was too strong to wind the sail.  

18) Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed 

a tear..  
19) I had to subject the subject to a series of 

tests.  

20) How can I intimate this to my 

most intimate friend?    
Springy 
 Susan 
Our Pres did a fabulous job of  making 

our gathering festive and fun!!    
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Nina Amir (continued) 

5) Explain the structure of your book.  Table of con-

tents, does it give a birds eye view and show the trans-

formation of the main characters, and make sense? 

6) Does content match initial vision?  Is the chapter 

summaries, synopsis and content inline with overview 

& target market?  Have you provided benefit to the 

reader? 

7) Brand Yourself.  Explore ways to earn more mon-

ey—recipes, sequels, series, new genres, etc. 

8) Weigh if you’re the best person to write this book.  

What is your mission, platform, bio.? Are you ready to 

help sell your book, viability, reach, authority?  How do 

you compare with other authors in your category? 

9) Marketing Plan.  Are you prepared to help sell your 

book?  Do you know how to target your audience?  

What is your promotion plan?  How can your platform 

help you?   

Other Tips & Tricks: 

<>Do your business plan before you start writing. 

<>Know once a book is published the hard work is 

just starting.  

<>Analyze competition to know what to include and 

what to leave out. 

<>Write the book you would love to read. 

<>Non fiction authors have more markets for speak-

ing than fiction authors. 

<>Develop your career plan as an author. 

<>Establish your platform before hand – around 

three years. 

So what do you do with all this information? 

<> Craft a creative market plan. 

<> Change the angle of your book.  

<> Refocus your content on a different market. 

<>Target your current market in a different way. 

<> Provide special features. 

<> Develop new themes. 

<> Develop new ways to promote your book. 

<> Explore different publishing options. 

<> Find new ways to build your platform. 

 

More Crazy English Language 

 Let's face it - English is a crazy language. 
There is no egg in eggplant, nor ham in hamburger; 
neither apple nor pine in pineapple. English muffins 
were not invented in England or French fries in 
France. Sweetmeats are candies while sweetbreads, 
which aren't sweet, are meat. We take English for 
granted. But if we explore its paradoxes, we find 
that quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are 
square and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor 
is it a pig.  

 And why is it that writers write but fingers 
don't fing, grocers don't groce and hammers don't 
ham? If the plural of tooth is teeth, why isn't the 
plural of booth, beeth? One goose, two geese. So 
one moose, two meese? One index, two indices? 
Doesn't it seem crazy that you can make amends 
but not one amend? If you have a bunch of odds 
and ends and get rid of all but one of them, what do 
you call it? 

  If teachers taught, why don't preachers 
praught? If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does 
a humanitarian eat? Sometimes I think all the Eng-
lish speakers should be committed to an asylum for 
the verbally insane. In what language do people re-
cite at a play and play at a recital? Ship by truck 
and send cargo by ship? Have noses that run and 
feet that smell? 

 How can a slim chance and a fat chance be 
the same, while a wise man and a wise guy are op-
posites? You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of 
a language in which your house can burn up as it 
burns down, in which you fill in a form by filling it 
out and in which, an alarm goes off by going on.  

 English was invented by people, not com-

puters, and it reflects the creativity of the human 

race, which, of course, is not a race at all. That is 

why, when the stars are out, they are visible, but 

when the lights are out, they are invisible.  

More to come… 

 

 

 



 

Pauline Wiles 
At the ZOOM meeting on Wednesday,  
 
 
She will speak on Websites That Wow Readers: How to create or 
update your online home 
 
 
At the ZOOM meeting on Wednesday, April 21, 2021, Gold Country 
Writers proudly presents Pauline Wiles, website designer and author, 
on “Websites That Wow Readers: How to create or update your 
online home.”  
 
 
Key takeaways:  
~ When is the ideal time to create your author website? … and why it might be sooner than you think.  
~ How technology is becoming simpler and more affordable, whether you want to build your first website, 
or switch your existing site to a new platform.  
~ Identifying the one clear call to action your website must deliver.  
~ Trends for 2021 in website design; how to avoid a DIY site that looks dated.  
~ Smart questions to ask, before you hire a website designer.  
 
 
Pauline Wiles is a website designer who builds simple, stylish sites for authors and writers. As an author 
herself, she noticed others were often overwhelmed by this task. Now, she’s helping to dispel some of the 
myths around how difficult – and costly – a web project should be. Pauline’s professional resume includes 
teaching computing to adults on both sides of the Atlantic, as well as desktop support, entrepreneurship edu-
cation, and marketing analysis. British by birth, Pauline is now a contented resident of California, although 
she admits to an occasional yearning for afternoon tea and historic homes. Find her at paulinewiles.com, 
where you can also download your free website starter kit. 

          

April 21, 2021 

For more information, visit www.ninaamir.com  
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https://www.paulinewiles.com/
http://www.ninaamir.com/

